
Another  
Giant Stride 
for Women in 
Construction

The John Mather Trust is a charitable organisation 
set up to benefit young people in the West of 
Scotland and allow them to gain a solid foothold 

in a wide range of careers. The Trust has already helped 
well over 3000 individuals and Briony is one of the latest 
beneficiaries.  

The 27 year-old from Galston was accompanied by 
representatives from Worksmart Contracts to collect 
the award, which was presented to her at The Riverside 
Hotel in Irvine on 6th March. The awards ceremony took 
place during Scottish Apprenticeship Week, a nationwide 
campaign that celebrates apprentices in every industry 
and recognises the benefits they bring to the Scottish 
workforce and economy. 

Worksmart are at the pioneering end of the movement to 
involve more women in the construction industry. Having 
started her apprenticeship last year, Briony represents a 
huge step in the right direction as Worksmart’s first ever 
female joinery apprentice. 

Lisa Neilson, Worksmart’s owner and financial director has 
been involved in the campaign to include more women in 
fit-out, she said: “We are all incredibly proud of Briony for 
what she has achieved. It shows that we are moving in the 
right direction in terms of attracting more women into the 
industry and helping them to flourish. People like Briony 
are proving that women have what it takes to succeed in 
what is a traditionally male-dominated sector. She is a 
credit to herself and Worksmart Contracts.” 

Worksmart take great pride in their local area and 
employ locally when possible, including with apprentices. 
Owner Steve Neilson added: “It’s wonderful to see one 
of our apprentices given such a prestigious award that 
has helped many people in the West of Scotland over 
the last two decades. Briony has been excellent since 
joining the Worksmart family and is helping to shatter any 
pre-conceived notions of gender stereotypes within the 
industry.”
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Worksmart Contracts’ Briony Aulton recently picked up the John Mather Trust 
Award. The joinery apprentice was given the award in recognition for her career 
achievements thus far and will aid the young apprentice in her career progression. 


